
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



430 
t>UELIC OCCURRENCES. 



A gooi WTlig and true Patriot acttna on ett* 
lightened principles. 

NORrOLK ELECTIOi*. 

At a special court held at the Shire Hal), 
Sir Jacob Henry Astley, and T. W. Coke, 
Esq. were nominated, and no other can- 
didate being proposed, they were decJar- 
ed duly elected. They each returned their 
thanks in appropriate speeches; and in 
doing so, Mr. Coke said, that " he had, 
in 1776, commenced his public career 
upon true Whig principles : influenced by 
them, the rights of the people had ever 
been more dear to him, than the honour 
of the Crown ; for they taught him, that 
the King was made for the people, and 
not the people for the King. Consistently 
with these sentiments, he had opposed 
Lord North's American war, for which he 
was called a " Rebel ;" he afterwards op- 
posed Mr. Pitt's war of the French Revo- 
lutioil, and was branded with the epithet 
of " Jacobin ;" and, lastly, he had advo- 
cated the cause of the Catholics, by which 
means, Mr. Perceval's cry of " No Po- 
pery" was raised against him. But no 
obloquy ever had deterred, or should deter 
him from pursuing that line of conduct, 
which, in his conscience, he believed to 
be the most conducive to his country's 
good." He concluded, by declaring him- 
self a decided advocate for peace, a stren- 
uous supporter of the claims of the Catho- 
lics, and a zealous friend to radical Par- 
lamentary Reform. 



DISTRESS or TBE POOR IN ENGLAND. 

In addition to the statements given in a 
former number of this Magazine, under 
this head, the following particulars, also 
extracted from the correspondence of last 
summer with the Association in London, 
for the relief of the suffering districts, are 
now communicated. From the unprece- 
dented high prices of provisions at this 
season of the year, and the probability of 
the sccumulatiori of distress from a second 
year of deaniess aggravating in an increas- 
ed ratio, the difficulties of the last, scenes 
of itill more urgeLt distress may betintici- 
pated. 



Tn a letter from Stockport, it is stated, 
that " Hundreds of families, with three 
or four children, have only ten and twelve 
shillings per weeks such families cannot 
get sufficient food. A considerable num- 
ber out of work ; others only partly em- 
ployed ; poor unable to buy clothes ; in 
rags. Never before saw the labouring 
poor looking so ill, or appearing so 
ragged : many miserably wretched, a few 
nearly in a starving state. Parish consists 
of 20,000, and the proportion of the inha- 
bitants able to contribute very small. The 
poor rate ten shillings in the pound on the 
assessment, and likely to be doubled, ma- 
ny who formerly paidj being now obliged 
to apply to the work-bouse for relief." 

From BoltoUj it is stated, that " in a 
population of 17,000, there are 3000 pau- 
pers, notwithstanding great numiers have 
removed to seek for employment. Over- 
seers are unable to answer (he encreasing 
demands of the poor. The very counte- 
nances of the poor indicate their suiFerings. 
If particular cases of distress were furnish- 
ed, the list would be very copious." 
Bradford: " Many families have not a 
morsel of bread, various neighbouring vil- 
lages in the same distress." Mansfield: 
vast numbers eiperience great distress, 
many utterly unable to procure the com- 
mon necessaries of life, many who had 
lived far above want, now in very, very 
abject poverty." Nottingham : " A poor 
man, out of work, with a wife and four 
children, receiving very little parochial 
relief, was found in bed, in a state of ab- 
solute starvation The children were eat- 
ing pea-husks, which they had picked up 
in the streets, these, together with the 
skins of potatoes, picked up in the same 
way, had been the only fixid of the fa- 
mily for several days. Relief was imme- 
diately given, but the man is since dead, 
purely in consequence of weakness, &c. 
occasioned by hunger. Rent ilot paid ; 
debts incurred ; every thing, almost to 
the shirt that covers th^ir nakedness, pawn- 
ed : and even this gives but a slight idea of 
the distress of this town." New-Mills, 
(Derbyshire, about eight miles from Stock- 
port: "The villajre coutains 4000 iuhabi- 
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tants. Distressed state of the industrious " Distresses of tiie labouring poor are 

poor indiscribable. Many families liave great and complicated : many have sold all 

not one shilling per head per week. No their goods ; some sent to jail for debt, 

relief given, where they had 25, 6d., as and creditors oaly deterred from seizing, 

the funds would not admit it." because they cannot find purchasers. Poor 

Southiil, near Dewsbury : " Population rates inadequate from increase of paupers, 

315 families: SB families receive relief: numerous applications for relief made 

and 108 families, though they receive no weekly, with which it is impossible to 

parochial aid, sufFer very much : average comply. Township consists of 2324 indi- 

earnings only 2s. 5} per week. Tairty viduals, of whom 1119 are in a state of 

tradesmen have lately been insolvent ; a distress." Hartshead : " Contains 73 fa- 

considerable number in small business suf- milies, consisting of 397 individuals, 

fer as greatly as alinost any other class " whose weekly means, including parochi- 

Todmorten (near Halifax) : " Many de- al relief, average little more than 2s. per 

serving, industrious poor, who by exer- head. 

tion in better times have got a house de- Disley, near Stockport : " Necessities of 
cently furnished, which would be forfeited the poor urgent and extreme ; the writer 
to the town if they obtained relief, rather had not heard of anyplace inclosing more 
go short of subsistence, than see their indigence and perishing want ; many fa- 
house broken up." Heckmondwike, in milies have sought sustenance from boiled 
the parish of JJurstall, near Leeds: nettles and wild greens, without salt." 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT, 

From tie SOti October to the 20li Navmher, 1S12. 

Very little alteration in the state of the weather has taken place since last report. In 
all the late districts, the oat crops have suffered much by the rain, and a considerable 
loss of grain has been the conseq^uence, besides a serious injury to the straw, which 
constitutes the principal part of the fodder for cattle. 

Great as the wheat crops appeared to be, the price of that grain continues to be 
high, and oats and oat-meal keep up much above the usual rates at this season of the 
year. 

A great diversity of sentiment seems to exist respecting the potato crops. In those 
districts where they are in the practice of planting them with the spade, in w-hat is 
called the lazy-bed way ; the roots are small, and greatly deficient in quantity. In the 
more improved parts of the country, where drill husbandry is practised, the crops 
are much more productive ; and even some of the very late planted potatoes have 
turned out far beyoijd expectation. The weather however has not been favourable for 
ploughing out the drill craps, and there is yet ;i considerable proportion of them in the 
ground. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

TO the innumerable ills already inflicted on the community by war, vre have now- 
to add the hijfh prices of the necessaries of life, more especially of those most in use by 
the poorer classes. Last year these distresses were borne more patiently, from the 
consideration, that the harvest of 1811 had been to a considerable degree deficient. 
Another harvest, avowedly more abundant, has intervened, as to wheat and oats pro- 
ducing more than an average crop, and as to potatoes, being nearly, if not altogether, 
a general averige crop ; and yet prices keep up, and are at present lugher than they 
were ever known to be at this season of the year. A fall has taken place in England, 
and as the rise first took place there, our markets may be expected to follow in the 
fall. Yet a reduction in prices may be looked for only to be temporary, while the 
grain is hastened forward to market to answer the payment of the rents at this season 
of the year. The supplies for the army in the peninsula, and since the war with A- 
merica prevents the accustomed supplies, the demands from the West Indies, added to 
the deficiency in the harvest, iji all the late districts in England, Ireland, and Scotland, 



